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ance. And it seems demonstrated, that even the slow
processes of change to which every part of the earth is
subjected, would suffice to destroy a number of the
races now subsisting on its surface, were the character-
istics of those races unalterable. But as the physical
habitudes of their abode slowly rchange, the various
races of living creatures slowly change also, so as to
adapt themselves continually to the varying circum-
stances under which they live.

The lesson taught us by this peculiarity is very
obvious. On the one hand, we see that it would be by
no means sufficient to indicate a general resemblance
between the physical habitudes of our earth and those
of some far distant planet, in order to prove that that
placet is the abode of living creatures resembling those
on our own earth. But, on the other ha^ad, we are
taught that the existence of differences sufficient to
render a distant planet an unsuitable abode for such
creatures as we are familiar with, cannot force upon us
the conclusion that the planet is uninhabited. On the *
contrary? the circumstance we have been considering
teaches us, that such differences as would suffice to
banish life of certain kinds are insufficient to banish
life of all kinds, or even to rentier less abundant the
forms of life which exist under those changed condi-
tions.

And now we may proceed a step farther. On our
earth we find differences of climate and of physical
habitudes generally which are much more important
than those hitherto dealt with. We see that not only